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Note: This is a sample of decodable words that illustrate the 

phonics focus.
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Family Engagement 
Extend the fun and learning with your young reader!Phonics Focus 

Have your child read the sentence on page 4.  Ask 
them what sound they hear in the middle of the 
words kid  and gym.  Guide your child to understand 
that even though they are different letters, they make 
the same sound.  Have them think of other words 
that use this same sound.
Expressive Reading Read aloud the text-only pages of the book, modeling 
proper expression for the exclamation points.  Then, 
on the illustrated pages, have your child read.  After 
they read a sentence, ask them why they think the 
author used a period or exclamation point for each 
sentence.

Connection to the Arts After reading page 17, have your child think about 
what activity the children in the book will do next at 
the kid gym.  Then, ask them to draw a picture that 
shares their idea.  Encourage them to include details.
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Family Engagement 

Extend the fun and learning with your young reader!

Phonics Focus 
Ask your child what sound is in the middle of the word 
nap.  Lead your child in a scavenger hunt through the 
book to  find and read words with the same sound.

Reading Together 
Read the book together with your child at a normal 
speaking pace.  If they misread a word, point to it, and 
pronounce it.  Have them repeat the word, and then 
continue reading together.

Visual Literacy
Ask your child how the children in the book are feeling.  
Do they look happy?  Do they look sleepy?  Encourage 
your child to read using a happy voice and a sleepy 
voice to match the characters’ feelings.

Connection to Language 
Read pages 6 and 8 with your child.  Discuss how the 
sentence on page 6 is changed on page 8 when the 
girl includes Sam .   Together, make sentences about 
yourselves and others that follow this pattern.
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Family Engagement 

Extend the fun and learning with your young reader!

Phonics Focus 
After reading page 2, ask your child what is similar about 
the words plans  and place.  Guide them to see that they both 
start with pl .  Have your child say each letter separately and 
then practice blending the sounds.  Togther, list other words 
that start with pl .

Connection to Movement 
Have your child create three to five movements that relate 
to pages in the book.  For example, they could pretend to get 
off a tram for page 3, pretend to step on the gas for page 6, 
and pretend to whack toy frogs for page 10.

Connection to Art 
Have your child think of activities they would like to do at a 
fun place like the one Jess and Nick go to.  Have them create 
a comic strip with four panels to show the activities they 
would do.
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Set 1

All books include a family engagement  
page and phonics focus page.


